Senator Stennis Agriculture Forestry Correspondence S33B037F0700L04 by Delta Council
Mississippi State University 
Scholars Junction 
Civil Rights Correspondence John C. Stennis Digital Collections 
2-14-1958 
Senator Stennis Agriculture Forestry Correspondence 
S33B037F0700L04 
Delta Council 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence 
Preferred Citation 
Delta Council, "Senator Stennis Agriculture Forestry Correspondence S33B037F0700L04" (1958). Civil 
Rights Correspondence. 62. 
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence/62 
This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the John C. Stennis Digital Collections at Scholars 
Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Civil Rights Correspondence by an authorized administrator of 
Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com. 
.... 
CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ., CHAIRMAN 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. 
DENNIS CHAVEZ, N . MEX. 
ALLEN J . ELLENDER, LA. 
LISTER HILL, ALA. 
STYLES BRIDGES, N, H, 
JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK. 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS. 
MILTON R . YOUNG,, N. DAK, 
WILLIAM F, KNOWLAND, CALIF. 
EDWARD J, THYE, MINN. 
A. WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA . 
WARREN Q , MAGNUSON, WASH. 
SPESSARD L. HOLLAND, FLA. 
JOHN STENNIS, MISS, 
JOSEPH R, MCCARTHY, WIS. 
KARLE, MUNDT, S . OAK. 
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE 
HENRY DWORSHAK, IDAHO 
EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN, ILL. 
CHARLES E, POTTER, MICH. 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, TEX, 
JOHN 0, PASTORE, R, I, 
EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK 
THOMASJ.SCOTT,ASST,CLERK 
February 18, 1958 
, ' 
r . B. F . Smith 
Executive Vi.ce Preddent 
Delta: Council 
StonevUle, Mb•i••ippi 
Dear 8 . 1'. : 
Thank you for your recent letter giving me additional 
inf orma.tion on the need for lncrea•ing •ppropriationa for the 
Delta Re1earch Center at Stoneville. Thi• informatioa ia 
moat timely, and I will certainly put it to aood u■e before our 
Appropriation• Committee. 
I believe that we have laid the 1.roundwork tor at lu1t 
an increa.ae of $40 ,000 to 60,000 for the Stoneville 1ta.tion for 
fi■ cal year 1959, and I will continue to work to aet the full 
■upport of our ApproprS&tlon1 Committee for thl■ important 
project. · 
I alao a.ppredat• Y0\11' letter tn rep.rd to a cotton acreaae 
lncreaee in 1958 and certainly hope that a favorable ■ olution can 
be worked out to this important problem. 
It i1 alway• good to hear from you, and I hope you will 
feel fre to write me Oll ny matter of special lntereat to you 
and 1n which I may be of aervice. 
JS:aja 
With beet wit.he• and kindeat per1ona.l .regard•• 1 am 11 
Sincerely your1 , 
John Steunu 
United Sta.tea Senator 
GEORGE C . CORTRIGHT, PRESIDENT 
W ILLIAM H . A LLEN CRAWFORD 5 . M CGI V AREN 
DONALD BARTLETT GEORGE K . WADE 
V IC E-PRESIDENTS 
MILLER P . HOLMES, TREASURER 
B . F . SMITH . EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT 
THE D AGANIZATIDN OF THE YAZDD•MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
PROMOTING ANO DEVELOPING THE ECONOMY ANO SOCIETY OF ITS AREA 
Senator John c. Stennis 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Sena tor Stennis: 
Reference is made to our conversations :i.n regard to the need for increased 
support for Southern hardwood research carried on by the ·nelta Research 
Center at Stoneville. We estimate that the Delta Research Center needs 
a minimum of $125,000. net per annum. As you know, some funds are held 
back for the administration and direction of the program at the regional 
and national levels. 
The Delta Research Center, maintained by the u. s. Forest Service at Stone-
ville, Mississippi, has been doing the pioneer research in management of 
Southern hardwoods since 1945. Although the official territory of this 
research center includes 13 million acres of hardwood forests, the results 
of research may be applied to similar and related forests of the bottom.-
lands of other rivers of the Southern Coastal Plains. The total affected 
area embraces more than 30 million acres of forest lands. For particular 
problems of forest management, the Delta Research Center at Stoneville 
cooperates with landowners and industries by establishing studies anywhere 
in this vast territory. Altogether, the hardwood forests of this regim 
have supplied half of all the hardwood forest products of the United States 
for the last 50 years. 
The Delta Research Center was only meagerly financed for many years. Recog-
nizing the tremendous importance of this hardwood resource to the economy 
of the nation, more than 40 industries representing five states organized 
the Southern Hardwood Forest Research Group in 1953 to furnish direct 
financial aid to the Del ta Research Center. This group has already con-
tributed $70,000. to the research effort, in addition to a tremendous 
amount of cooperation on the ground. Annual federal assistance has also 
increased from approximately $30,000. in 1953 to $81,000. in the fiscal 
year 1958. 
At present, the Research Center has experienced technici ans working on 
experimental areas located in Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee. 
Fields of research include forest management and silviculture, forest 
diseases, forest insects, forest soils and water relations, and planting. 
While the increases already received are greatly appreciated and are being 
well used, several important fields of research in Southern hardwoods have 
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hardly been touched as yet, due to inadequate :financing. Research in 
:forest utilization, genetics, wild life habitat, and physiology should 
be started immediately to aid in achieving the potential inherent in 
Southern hardwood :forests . It is known that these forests grow rapidly 
and can yield high quality timber. It is lmown that the nation faces 
a famine of such quality timber - witness the tremendous increase in 
hardwood log and lumber importations. It is known that adequate financing 
of research in Southern pine has .pointed the way and encouraged intensive 
management for tremendous increases in growth and yields . There is 
increasing fire protection being provided throughout the South, and land-
owners are awakening to the possibilities of intensive forest management 
of Southern hardwood forests . It is important that research be adequately 
financed to keep ahead of the need and demand for more knowledge as manage-
ment becomes 100?8 intensive. 
For your information, I am enclosing a digest of the accomplishments and 
plans of the Delta Research Center during 19.57- 58. This summary was prepared 
for presentation to the Southern Hardwood Forest Research Group; however, 
I feel sure you will find it quite interesting. 
Funds appropriated for this very important work represent one of the 
wisest investments that can be made and we will be grateful for your 
assistance. If you think it appropriate, we will try to arrange for at 
least one well qualified witness to appear before the Appropriations Com-
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